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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  5A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  10-1:  MODULE  5 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  in  part  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  80  marks  out  of  the  total  155  marks  for  the  assignments  in 
Module  5.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate  topic. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully. 

You  may  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions.  If  you  use  a 
computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is  readable.  Include 
your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Reading  Animal  Farm 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  Hardly  a day  goes  by  without  someone  using  rhetorical  questions.  In  fact,  their  use  becomes 
so  matter-of-fact  that  you  can  be  unaware  of  their  frequency  and  purpose. 

a.  Find  two  rhetorical  questions  of  Major’s,  and  write  the  effect  each  creates.  An  example  is 
given  to  get  you  started. 


, ; , ' f ' s "'s'  ■ ' ' " 

....  . ■ ' 1 ^ 1 

“What  is  the  nature  of  this  life  of  ours?” 

It  paves  the  way  for  Major  to  itemize  all 
the  hardships  animals  have  to  endure;  it 
leads  the  animals  toward  the  Idea  that 
their  lives  are  defined  by  misery  and 
slavery. 
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b. 


Old  Major  may  be  a master  rhetorician,  but  his  speech-making  wouldn’t  succeed  unless 
his  audience  was  receptive  in  the  first  place.  What  particular  conditions  on  Manor  Farm 
help  lend  support  to  old  Major’s  argument? 


2. 


In  what  ways  is  Orwell’s  choice  of  setting  effective  for  developing  his  plot  and  conveying  his 
themes? 
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3.  In  Chapters  2 to  4,  there  are  hints  of  major  difficulties  to  come  and  signs  that  not  all  is  going 
well.  Give  two  pieces  of  evidence  that  indicate  or  foretell  trouble. 


4.  To  ensure  that  a reader  keeps  on  reading  a novel,  a novelist  has  to  inject  suspense  into  the 
plot.  Describe  two  things  Orwell  does  to  keep  the  suspense  alive  in  Chapters  2,  3,  and  4. 


5.  a.  The  animals  are  illiterate  and  ignorant,  yet  they  support  old  Major’s  ideals  of  Animal 
Farm.  However,  they  need  leadership.  Snowball  and  Napoleon  provide  leadership  but 
they  use  veiy  different  styles.  Compare  the  leadership  provided  by  Snowball  and 
Napoleon. 
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3^  b.  Napoleon  uses  feai'  and  intimidation  to  control  the  animals.  They  may  be  gullible  and 

easily  persuaded — no  match  for  the  crafty  and  shrewd  Squealer  and  Napoleon — however, 
most  are  not  cowardly  or  selfish.  (There  are  exceptions,  such  as  the  cat  and  Moses.)  You 
know  the  animals  aren’t  selfish,  because  of  their  continued  hard  work,  their  concern  for 
others,  and  their  braveiy  at  the  Battle  of  the  Cowshed  and  the  Battle  of  the  Windmill. 

Yet,  they're  fearful. 

How  does  Napoleon  use  fear  and  intimidation  to  control  the  animals’  emotions,  thoughts, 
and  actions?  List  at  least  three  examples. 


6.  Read  the  following  passage,  taken  from  Chapter  9,  after  Boxer  had  been  taken  away  by  the 
van  marked  “Horse  Slaughterer.”  Explain  the  inferences  and  insights  you  can  make  that  the 
characters  can’t. 


But  the  explanation  was  really  very  simple.  The  van  had  previously  been  the  property  of 
the  knacker,  and  had  been  bought  by  the  veterinary  surgeon,  who  had  not  yet  painted  the 
old  name  out.  That  was  how  the  mistake  had  arisen. 

The  animals  were  enormously  relieved  to  hear  this.  . . . 

. . . And  in  a few  days’  time  the  pigs  intended  to  hold  a memorial  banquet  in  Boxer’s 
honour.  ...  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  banquet,  a grocer’s  van  . . . delivered  a large 
wooden  crate  at  the  farmhouse.  . . . [Tjhe  word  went  round  that  from  somewhere  or  other 
the  pigs  had  acquired  the  money  to  buy  themselves  another  case  of  whisky. 
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7. 


In  Section  1,  you  studied  the  speeches  of  Major  and  Squealer,  noting  how  each  character 
skilfully  uses  language  to  manipulate  and  persuade  his  audience.  Although  each  character  has 
different  ideals  and  different  goals,  they  are  both  skilled  rhetoricians. 


Using  your  knowledge  of  Major's  and  Squealer's  verbal  tactics,  write  a persuasive  speech 
that  Benjamin  could  have  delivered  to  the  animals  after  their  experiences  in  Chapter  10.  Try 
to  imagine  that  at  this  very  low  point  in  the  animals'  lives,  Benjamin  feels  he  must  finally  act 
upon  the  injustices  he  sees  around  him.  Benjamin  seems  an  obvious  choice  because  he 
notices  more  than  the  other  animals  do  and  because  he  is  able  to  read  and  write. 


Before  you  begin  your  speech,  look  back  at  Major's  speech  in  Chapter  1 and  Squealer's 
speeches  in  other  chapters  to  see  what  they  say  and  how  they  say  it.  In  addition,  look  over  the 
material  you  studied  in  Section  1 that  examined  Major's  and  Squealer's  speaking  skills.  You 
probably  remember  how  each  speaker  formed  rhetorical  questions  to  promote  his  arguments. 
As  you  study  their  speeches,  take  note  of  other  tactics  they  use,  seeing  if  you  can  adapt  these 
strategies  for  Benjamin's  speech. 

Choose  your  words  carefully.  Remember  what  you  have  learned  about  word  choice,  sequence 
of  details,  introductory  and  summary  points,  and  variety  and  correctness  of  sentences.  The 
following  planning  and  composing  hints  will  serve  as  a guide. 
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Planning  and  Composing  Hints 

Purpose 

• Establish  the  purposes  of  the  speech.  For  example,  what  would  have  prompted 
Benjamin  to  prepare  a speech?  What  would  he  want  to  accomplish? 

Audience 

• Be  clear  about  Benjamin's  audience.  What  do  they  know  of  the  past?  What  strengths 
and  weaknesses  of  his  audience  will  you  consider  as  you  prepare  the  speech? 

• Will  you  appeal  to  the  audience's  emotions?  Intellect? 

Content  and  Form 

• What  are  the  main  points  of  your  argument?  What  do  you  want  to  say? 

• Will  you  make  statements?  Give  opinions?  Raise  questions? 

• Will  all  your  questions  be  rhetorical? 

Sequence  of  Points 

• How,  and  in  what  order,  will  you  raise  your  points? 

• How  will  you  get  the  attention  of  your  audience?  How  will  you  conclude? 

Delivery 

• What  will  the  tone  of  your  speech  be?  Will  you  vary  this  tone? 


Here's  a brief  checklist  for  you  to  consult.  Look  it  over  carefully  before  you  begin  your 
assignment  and  once  again  before  you  submit  it.  Read  the  Assessment  Criteria  before  you  submit 
your  assignment. 


Checklist 

□ I generated  a series  of  ideas  that  1 can  consider  as  I plan  and  write  my  assignment. 

□ I used  an  outline,  taking  note  of  the  Planning  and  Composing  Hints. 

□ I organized  my  writing  in  paragraphs,  and  I wrote  an  effective  opening  and  conclusion. 

□ I wrote  in  the  first  person,  taking  on  the  persona  of  Benjamin. 

□ I read  my  speech  aloud  and  revised  and  edited  it  for  clarity  and  correctness. 

□ I proofread  my  finished  copy. 

□ I included  an  appropriate  title. 
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Assessment  Criteria  j 

Ideas  and  Details  (5  marks)  j 

1 

• Ideas  are  original  and  logical.  j 

• Relevant  details  from  Animal  Farm  are  skilfully  integrated.  j 

• Tone  is  appropriate.  j 

Organization  (2  marks)  | 

I 

• Attention  was  paid  to  the  sequence  of  points.  | 

• Paragraphs  are  functional.  | 

• Opening  and  concluding  remarks  are  effective.  j 

Writing  Skills  (3  marks)  j 

• The  speech  is  written  in  first  person.  j 

• Word  and  sentence  choices  are  effective.  | 

• Spelling,  grammar,  sentence  structure,  capitalization,  and  punctuation  are  correct.  j 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Understanding  Animal  Farm 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  Read  the  following  passage  from  the  beginning  of  Chapter  6,  thinking  about  how  the  passage 
is  satirical.  Then  respond  to  the  questions  that  follow. 


All  that  year  the  animals  worked  like  slaves.  But  they  were  happy  in  their  work;  they 
grudged  no  effort  or  sacrifice,  well  aware  that  eveiything  that  they  did  was  for  the  benefit 
of  themselves  and  those  of  their  kind  who  would  come  after  them,  and  not  for  a pack  of 
idle,  thieving  human  beings. 

Throughout  the  spring  and  summer  they  worked  a sixty-hour  week,  and  in  August 
Napoleon  announced  that  there  would  be  work  on  Sunday  afternoons  as  well.  This  work 
was  strictly  voluntary,  but  any  animal  who  absented  himself  from  it  would  have  his 
rations  reduced  by  half. 


a.  Explain  how  this  passage  is  satirical.  In  what  ways  does  it  uncover  and  expose  an  evil, 
cruel,  greedy,  or  foolish  act? 


b.  Indicate  how  Orwell’s  satire  implicitly  points  the  way  to  a better  existence  and  an 
improved  society. 
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2.  Read  the  following  passage  from  the  beginning  of  Chapter  8 of  Animal  Farm.  Then  respond 
to  the  questions  that  follow. 


Napoleon  was  now  never  spoken  of  simply  as  “Napoleon.”  He  was  always  referred  to  in 
formal  style  as  “our  Leader,  Comrade  Napoleon,”  and  the  pigs  liked  to  invent  for  him 
such  titles  as  Father  of  All  Animals,  TeiTor  of  Mankind,  Protector  of  the  Sheep-fold, 
Ducklings’  Friend,  and  the  like.  In  his  speeches.  Squealer  would  talk  with  the  tears 
rolling  down  his  cheeks  of  Napoleon’s  wisdom,  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  and  the  deep 
love  he  bore  to  all  animals  everywhere,  even  and  especially  the  unhappy  animals  who 
still  lived  in  ignorance  and  slavery  on  other  farms. 


a.  Explain  as  fully  as  possible  the  situational  irony  of  the  passage.  In  other  words,  why  is 
this  passage  ironic?  What  effects  does  the  irony  create? 


b.  What  is  Orwell  implying  in  this  passage?  Include  evidence  to  support  your  ideas. 
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3.  Read  over  the  following  example  from  the  beginning  of  Chapter  8 in  Animal  Farm,  thinking 
about  how,  and  in  what  ways,  the  example  is  illustrative  of  verbal  irony.  Then  respond  to  the 
questions  that  follow. 


Muriel  read  the  Commandment  for  [Clover].  It  ran:  “No  animal  shall  kill  any  other 
animal  without  caused  Somehow  or  other,  the  last  two  words  had  slipped  out  of  the 
animals’  memory. 


a. 


Explain  the  verbal  irony. 


b.  In  using  verbal  irony,  what  point  is  Orwell  making? 


When  you  Ve  finisHid  responding  to  the|>receding  gti^^ons, 
return  to  page  6*1  of  the  Module  6 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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4.  Why  do  you  think  George  Orwell  wrote  a political  allegoiy  with  animals  as  characters  rather 
than  writing  a book  using  real  names,  places,  and  events?  Think  of  two  strong  reasons. 


Review  the  journal  entries  that  you  wrote  for  Sections  1 and  2.  Choose  two  that  you're 
willing  to  share  with  an  audience — in  this  case,  your  teacher.  Carefully  edit  and 
proofread  your  journal  entries.  You  may  rewrite  the  entries  in  the  space  that  follows. 


If  you  use  a computer  to  write  your  entries,  you  may  print  them  out  and  attach  the  pages 
to  the  end  of  this  Assignment  Booklet.  All  separate  pages  must  be  clearly  labelled  with 
your  name,  address,  and  student  number — if  your  school  has  assigned  one  to  you — and 
the  following  information:  ELA  10-1:  Assignment  Booklet  5A. 


Remember  to  identify  each  journal  entry  by  number,  for  example.  Journal  Entry  5B. 


Assessment  Criteria  (10  marks) 

• Your  compositions  will  be  evaluated  using  the  Journal  Evaluation  Guidelines  on 
page  45  of  Section  2:  Lesson  1 in  your  Module  1 Student  Module  Booklet. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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b.  After  you  have  rewritten  the  two  journal  entries,  write  a brief  paragraph  or  two,  outlining 
your  reasons  for  choosing  these  two  particular  entries  to  share  with  your  teacher.  Discuss 
also  the  thinking  that  went  into  your  journal  responses.  Finally,  discuss  the  minor 
revisions  you  decided  to  make  as  you  rewrote  the  journal  entries  for  this  assignment. 

Consult  the  following  Assessment  Criteria  before  you  submit  your  assignment. 


Assessment  Criteria 

I 

Reflection  (2  marks)  ^ 

• The  response  reflects  upon  the  writing  and  revising  process  and  the  finished  product.  ^ 

• There  are  precise  comments  upon  the  choices  in  writing.  ^ 

Writing  Skills  (2  marks)  j 

I 

• Word  choices  are  effective.  j 

• There  is  a variety  of  sentence  structures. 

• Writing  is  clear  and  easy  to  read. 

• There  are  few,  if  any,  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  grammar,  sentence  structure 
and  capitalization. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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When  you*ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question, 
return  to  page  67  of  the  Module  5 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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